Business Assistance & Resources in the wake of the October Snowstorm 



STATE ASSISTANCE & RESOURCES
Small Business Express Program - The Department of Economic and Community Development is assisting small businesses through the creation of a revolving loan fund. Businesses under 50 employees will be eligible for a loan of up to $100,000 at a 4% or lower interest rate. Eligible uses of loan includes:
· Purchase of machinery and equipment

· Construction or leasehold improvements

· Relocation costs

· Working capital

· Other business-related expenses as authorized by the Commissioner of DECD

For additional information on this program, visit http://www.ct.gov/ecd/cwp/view.asp?a=3931& q=489792 or contact DECD at 860-270-8215

For information on all other programs available for small businesses, visit http://www.ct.gov/ecd or contact DECD at 860-270-8000

Financing available through CDA. The Connecticut Development Authority has several different financing options available for businesses of all size. For more information, visit http://www.ctcda.com/Financing/ or contact CDA at 860-258-7800

Tree Debris Removal - The CT Department of Transportation has indicated that property owners will property adjoining state roads will be able to place their tree debris by the road for removal. Removal will continue through December 15. DOT will only remove tree related debris
http://www.ct.gov/dot/cwp/view.asp?A=1373&Q=490288
Propane Tanks - As a result of Executive Order #15 signed by Governor Malloy, “residents seeking to have their propane tanks re-filled by a propane distributor can have their tanks filled by a distributor other than the owner of the tank”
http://www.governor.ct.gov/malloy/lib/malloy/EO_15_Snowstorm_Propane_Tanks.pdf
Tax Filings and Payments - The deadline for all Connecticut tax filings or payments due on or after October 30, 2011 is extended to November 15, 2011
http://www.ct.gov/drs/cwp/view.asp?Q=489850&A=1436
Tax filings include eligible for the deadline extension include =(but is not limited to):
· CT-1040 personal income tax series, 

· CT-1120 Connecticut corporation business tax series, 

· Monthly and quarterly sales and use tax, 

· Alcoholic beverage tax, 

· Admissions and dues tax, 

· Weekly and quarterly income tax withholding, and 

· Gift and estate tax.

· Unemployment compensation payments
· Personal property tax declarations

For information about various tax matters, visit the DRS website at www.ct.gov/DRS. Customer service callers dial 800-382-9463 (within Connecticut, but outside the Greater Hartford area) or 860-297-5962 (from anywhere).
Connecticut Insurance Department – Contains information regarding company claim phone numbers, tips for making storm claims and other insurance related resources

http://www.ct.gov/cid/cwp/view.asp?Q=461660&A=3299
http://www.ct.gov/cid/cwp/view.asp?q=254640
Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection – General information regarding storm preparedness, utility contact information and air permitting information

http://www.ct.gov/dep/cwp/view.asp?a=2690&Q=489868&depNav_GID=1511
Connecticut Department of Public Health – Resources related to carbon monoxide, chainsaw safety, boil water advisories, etc. 

http://www.ct.gov/dph/cwp/view.asp?a=3115&q=489832
FEDERAL ASSISTANCE

While the state has received assistance for “local governments and certain private nonprofit organizations for emergency work and the repair or replacement of disaster-damaged facilities,” until the state receives a “Major Disaster Declaration,” FEMA and other types of assistance will not be available for affected businesses and households.

ADDITIONAL  RESOURCES AND TIPS
· Make sure to request a refund from your phone and internet company for the days that your business was without service

· CL&P will be waiving late payment fees for the rest of 2011 and will arrange flexible payment programs for those customers who experienced losses and disruptions to their lives.

· Contact your local bank to see if there are any new initiatives that would benefit your business. For instance, Webster Bank will: 
refund ATM fees charged to Webster customers for the use of other banks' ATMs due to inability to access certain Webster ATMs during the storm. The bank will also waive late fees on loan payments that were due between October 29 and November 5 but not received on time due to storm-related power outages, branch closures, or delays in mail service.
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